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OWNER O F P R O P E R T Y 
OWNER'S N A M E : -j. 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of B a l t i m o r e - s 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : I |_, 

320 Ca thed ra l S t r e e t 
C I T Y OR T O W N : S T A T E : 

Bal t imore Maryland 24 ' 
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

COURTHOUSE R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : LIBER ED 61 FOLIO: 86 

Land Record Office of the Superior Court of Baltimore City 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Room 610, Baltimore City Court House 
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Baltimore Maryland ; 24 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation 
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Bal t imore Maryland 24 
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DESCRIPTION 

DESCRIBE T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L (if known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The chief distinctive feature of St. Vincent de Paul Church at 120 N. Front 
Street, is its slender Georgian style tower which rises to a height of 
150 feet above the narthex and contrasts sharply with its surroundings. 
This unique brick tower, painted gleaming white as is the entire building, 
rests on an octagonal base and supports three successive indented tiers 
(one octagonal and two cylindrical), capped by a copper-sheathed dome and 
twelve-foot cross. In style, the building relates to the classical revival 
churches built in London and Paris in the 1820's,and, although no architect 
can be ascribed, the restrained exterior pilasters and mouldings of 
Georgian influence are very much in the tradition of the carpenter-drafts
man as practiced by John Hall of Baltimore during the early Nineteenth 
Century. 

The front facade is divided into three bays by double engaged pilasters. 
Each bay contains a doorway - the central one topped by a triangular stone 
pediment and each of the flanking doors by flat stone lintels. Over the 
doorways are arched windows at the second story level, except that the central 
bay contains a niche with a statue of St. Vincent. There is a similar arched 
window in the pediment above. A steep flight of stairs leading from the 
street crosses the entire frohVfacade. 

The side elevation contains six bays each with a large arched window 
similar to those in front and separated by single engaged pilasters. 

Just below the roof cornice is a frieze of gilded swags placed at regular 
intervals around the entire building above each pilaster. ( 

The interior contains a deep sloping gallery on three sides and the 
appointments are simple and details modest. The sanctuary was added at 
a later date. In 1873, Father Didier, the seventh pastor, had a new organ 
installed and in 1883 he had fourteen inscribed bells cast by Henry McShow 
of Baltimore placed in the tower. , < 

The church is located on the east side of the Jones Falls in a section 
known as Old Town. It presents an interesting contrast with the aging 
brick industrial and commercial structures nereby, especially the Shot 
Tower immediately to the south. It will relate vi-sually to the Historic 
Park which is planned for. the area stretching southward to the waterfront. 
In addition, it is at present a dramatic termination of the view east from 
the modern Charles Center, down Lexington Street and past the City Hall 
and War Memorial Plaza. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The congregation of St. Vincent de Paul Roman Catholic Church was established 
in 1840 under Father John Baptist Gildea. The priest himself is credited 
with designing the building which was the fifth Roman Catholic church con
structed in Baltimore. It was to serve the ever increasing, wealthy-, 
English-speaking Catholics in the Gay and Pratt Street area. ; 

On May 21, 1840, the cornerstone was laid by Archbishop Eccleston and the 
Right Reverend John English of Charleston, South Carolina, gave the rain-
interruped address. When the church was dedicated on November 7, 1841, the j 
parish already extended from the harbor to Towson. By 1865, the church was i 
over-crowded; reputedly there were at times 2,000 families in the congregation. 
In 1879 the church was consecrated by Archbishop James Gibbons, one of four ', 
churches so recongnized in America. This placed it under the direct 
protection of the Holy See. I 

! 

During the years that followed, the church became known for its "Printers' \ 
Mass" which was held at midnight and attended regularly by newsmen from 
the two newspaper offices nearby. There was, in addition, a male orphanage 
adjoining and parachdal schools operated by the Christian Brothers and 
the Sisters of Charity. 

The parish's most famous son was James Cardinal Gibbons (1834-1921). The 
founder, Father Gildea, was interred beneath the main altar at his death i 
February 14, 1845. 
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Art and A r c h i t e c t u r e in S t . Vincent de Paul Church, B a l t i m o r e , 
Md_ ( B a l t i m o r e : Frank T. Cimino Co . , 1943). 

Scharf , J . Thomas. H i s t o r y of Bal t imore Ci ty and Comity, Maryland. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E R 

D E F I N I N G THE CENTER P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 
O F L E S S T H A N TEN A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Dej-ees Minutes Seconds 

39 17 28,5 76 56 23 .5 

FORM PREPARED 
NAME A N D T l T L E : 

W. Boulton Kelly, Ellen H. Kelly, and Catharine F. Black , 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

Comm. f o r H i s t o r i c a l and A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n J a n . 30.1973 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

402 Ci ty H a l l 
CITY OR TOWN: S T A T E C O D E 

Bal t imore Maryland 24 
STATE LlAiSON OFFICER C E R T I F I I C A T I O N 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966_(Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is : 

National • State x Local [~J 

Name 
Orlando R idou t , IV " 

Title S t a t e L ia i son O f f i c e r f o r Marylar d 
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1. NAME 
COMMON A N D / O R H I S T O R I C N U M E R I C CODE (AaalgnOd by /VPS) 

St. Vincent de Paul Roman 
Catholic Church 
2. LOCATION 
S T A T E C O U N T Y TOWN 

Maryland Baltimore City Baltimore 
STREET AND NUMBER 

120 North Front Street 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 
P H O T O C R E D I T D A T E N E G A T I V E F I L E D A T 

402 City H a l l , Ba l t imore , Md 
F i l i p S ib ley 1969 Comm. for H i s t o r i c a l and 

4. IDENTIFICATION A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preservation 
D E S C R I B E VIEW, D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

St. Vincent de Paul Church from the east 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
COMMON A N D / O R H I S T O R I C N U M E R I C C O D E (A'slgntd by NFS) 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Roman Catholic Church 

2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY TOWN 

Maryland Baltimore City Baltimore 
STREET AND NUMBER 

120 North Front Street 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE DATE SCALE 

U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 quadrangle 
Baltiomre East 1953 Photorevised 1966 1:24,000 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S : P R O P E R T Y B O U N D A R I E S , W H E R E R E Q U I R E D , AND N O R T H ARROW 
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BALTIMORE EAST QUADRANGLE 
USGS 7. 5 m i n u t e map 
s c a l e : 1 : 24 000 
1953 p h o t o r e v i s e d 1966 

Mapped by the Army Map Service 
Edited and published by the Geological Survey 

Control by USGS, USC&GS, USCE.and City of Bal t imore 

Topography from aerial photographs by photogrammetr ic 
methods. Aerial photographs taken 1943 . Field checked 1944 
Culture revised by the Geological Survey 1953 

Hydrography compiled from USC&GS Chart 5 4 5 (1951) 
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHURCH 
Baltimore City 

NAME St. Vincent de Paul Church 

LOCATION 120 North Front Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 

ARCHITECT 

DATES 1841 

OWNER Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Baltimore 

From November 7, 1841, until the present, St. Vincent de 
Paul Church has been a major visual landmark in Baltimore. 
Its white tower loomed prominently in the 19th-century 
skyline of that part of the city east of Jones Falls 
known as "Old Town," and as such was easily visible from 
the harbor by all the ships in that busy era. It was 
the sole survivor of the razing by Urban Renewal Programs 
in the late 1950's, making it at the time even more 
visible in the middle of cleared land. The tower has 
always punctuated the view eastward from George Frederick's 
City Hall across the City Hall Plaza. It now dramatically 
terminates the view eastward from the new Charles Center 
Project on Lexington Street. 

Although St. Vincent de Paul Church is a major visual 
landmark, architecturally it is relatively modest in the 
academic sense, i.e., the consideration of interior space 
and the quality of the detail. The sturdy, painted-brick 
classical revival structure supports a three-tier white 
tower which rises to a height of 150 feet directly over 
the narthex. The tower, the silhouette of which has always 
dominated the east bank of the Jones Falls, relates in 
style to the classical revival churches built in London 
and Paris in the 1820's. 

This unique white brick tower rests on an octagonal base 
and supports three successive indented tiers (one octagonal 
and two cylindircal) capped by a copper-sheathed dome sup
porting a twelve-foot cross. The restrained exterior 
pilasters and mouldings of Georgian influence are very much 
in the tradition of the profession of carpenter-draftsmen 
as practiced by John Hall of Baltimore at that time. 

[continued] 
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CHURCH 
Baltimore City 

page two 

The interior contains a deep sloping gallery on three 
sides of the church which is simply appointed. The 
sanctuary was added at a later date. In 1873, Father 
Didier, the seventh pastor, had a new organ installed, 
and in 1883, he had fourteen inscribed bells cast by 
Henry McShow of Baltimore placed in the tower. 

St. Vincent de Paul, the fifth Catholic Church to be built 
in Baltimore, is one of the few surviving early Catholic 
parish churches remaining in this city. In 1839, Father 
John Baptist Gildea proposed the need for a new church 
on the east bank of the Jones Falls. It was to serve 
the ever increasing, wealthy, English-speaking Catholics 
in the central Gay and Pratt Street area. Father Gildea 
and a group of prominent men expedited the building of 
this church after Archbishoo Samuel Eccleston had approved 
it. 

On May 21, 1840, the now-lost cornerstone was laid by 
Archbishop Eccleston and others. Right Reverend John 
England of Charleston, South Carolina, gave the rain-
interrupted address. When the church was dedicated on 
November 7, 1841, the parish extended from the harbor to 
Towson. By 1865, the church was over-crowded. Reputedly 
there were at times 2,0 00 families in the congregation. 
In 1879, the church was consecrated by Archbishop James 
Gibbons, one of four churches so recognized in America. 
This placed it under the direct protection of the Holy See. 

St. Vincent de Paul's most famous son was James Cardinal 
Gibbons. There is a long list of distinguished rectors, 
including Father Martin and the present pastor, Father 
Stroup, who unearthed and printed the history of the church. 

The church membership declined considerably with the 
suburban movement and changes in land use. However, Father 
Stroup has indicated that the adjacent housing projects 
and the new Inner Harbor housing could reverse this trend. 

Ellen H. Kelly 
W. Boulton Kelly 
Commission for Historical & 
Architectural Preservation 
August 19 71 
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C a t h o l i c C e n t e r 
320 Cathedral Street 

Baltimore,Maryland 21201 

Office of the Archbishop 

OCT 5 1971 
September 29, 1971 

Mr . Russe l l V. Keune, AIA 
Di rec to r , Field Serv ices 
National T rus t for His to r ic P re se rva t i on 
740-748 Jackson P lace , N.W.. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mr . Kuene: 

Immaculate Conception Church, Bal t imore 

When I re turned from a brief t r ip to Rome , I rece ived your le t ter of 
September 14 concerning cer ta in p roper t i e s which a r e or were held in 
the name of the Archdiocese of Ba l t imore . 

In regard to Immaculate Conception Church, located at Division and 
Mosher S t r e e t s , Ba l t imore , I wish to inform you that on F e b r u a r y 10 of 
this year that church was conveyed by the Congregation of the Mission 
of St. Vincent dePaul to Provident Hospital , Incorpora ted . The action 
was taken after intensive studies were made of the health needs of the 
population in the vicinity of the church. In one such study, dated July 25, 
1969, the Upton Planning Committee repor ted as follows: 

"We have found that health problems in this a r e a a r e ex t remely 
acute , and. . . . health facili t ies a re lacking. In this a r e a , the 
tuberculos is ra te is perhaps one of the highest in the nation. 
Materna l and infant care p r o g r a m s a re sore ly needed in this a r e a . 
Dental p r o g r a m s a r e a lso ve ry badly needed. We do not have 
enough physicians to cover the needs of the people in this a r e a . 

"Based on national studies and the resul t ing information, we whole
hear ted ly endorse the concept of the Neighborhood Health Center 
as descr ibed to u s . We have further studied the available s i tes 
and find the Immaculate Conception P r o p e r t y at Division and Mosher 
St ree ts as outlined by you the only available s i te . We therefore 
feel that the bes t possible use for the Immaculate Conception Church 
would be for the health center . " 
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Mr. Russe l l V. Keune, AIA - 2 - September 29, 1971 

Based upon a number of surveys and studies s imi la r to the one quoted, 
the Archdiocese of Bal t imore and the Vincentian F a t h e r s concluded that 
any opposition on their par t to making the church available for the health 
care of the population would be in terpre ted as a sign of lack of in te res t 
if not of outright indifference to community needs . Consequently, the 
proper ty t ransfer was agreed to and ul t imately effected. 

It would seem that if efforts a re to be made to fores ta l l the proposed 
demolit ion planned by Provident Hospital , it will be n e c e s s a r y that your 
organizat ion contact the officers and t r u s t ee s of that insti tution, since 
nei ther the Archdiocese nor the Vincentian F a t h e r s have any further legal 
or equitable in te res t . 

With r e spec t to your suggestion that the Archdiocese give appropr ia te 
considerat ion to supporting a comprehensive inventory and evaluation of 
the Church ' s h i s to r ic p roper ty in Bal t imore City, I a s s u r e you of our 
in te res t . I r e g r e t , however, that our de te r iora t ing financial pos i t ion--
as evidenced by a cash deficit of $1 ,700,000 for the p resen t f iscal y e a r -
is such that we cannot utilize funds for any but our mos t p res s ing needs . 

We would hope that those pr ivate organizat ions which in t e re s t themse lves 
in the p rese rva t ion of a rch i t ec tu ra l and h i s to r i ca l edifices might a s s i s t 
the Church in meeting the annual operating deficits which unfortunately 
charac te r i ze the operat ions of the major i ty of our inner -c i ty complexes . 
Our unfortunate financial situation with r e spec t to these p roper t i e s has 
been such that funds a re insufficient for operat ion and vir tual ly non
existent for maintenance . With the advent of considerable p r e s s u r e to 
remove these church proper t i es from the t ax-exempt ro l l s , we face st i l l 
an additional burden in continuing their upkeep. 

I a s s u r e you that I share your concern for the future of these p r o p e r t i e s , 
and that I look with favor upon all efforts to a s s i s t the Church in finding 
additional sources of revenue to mee t the problem on a long- t e rm b a s i s . 

Sincerely you r s , 

Archbishop of Bal t imore 



Received 
Oct 15 1971 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
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